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Introduction
The defence strategy of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has been constantly evolving in the last five decades. As the basic principles that guide the entire armed forces of the country, the formulation, execution and reflection of the defence strategy of China has been of paramount importance. It dictates on how the troops fight a war or plan their missions during the peacetime. It also influences the direction of the military organizational set-up, the procurement patterns of military equipment, professional military education and training and the like. It also underlines the direction in which the country responds to others in the region and beyond. Hence a study of various aspects of Chinese defence strategy is significant. 
The paper aims to explain, in brief, the broad trends of strategy in the last five decades based on the threat perceptions and major principles, their implications and impact on various aspects of the defence sector, broadly identify futuristic views on warfare and likely areas of conflict. While we are inundated with several terms and concepts in the Chinese defence strategy and warfare, this paper will confine to the general and broad trends as far as possible.
Concepts of Chinese Warfare 
A country’s defence strategy evolves out, either, or inclusive of, changing intentions, threat perceptions, capabilities, technology factors or based on contingency operational requirements. Executing of contingency military plans generally denote that the capabilities of the country have reached a higher level of preparation in the defence sector. National and international factors, historical and cultural influences, and the like also have a bearing on the evolving defence strategy of a country. In addition to these general factors, in the case of the PRC, political struggles between different groups have made their distinct mark in shaping the strategic discourse.

China’s defence strategy underwent innumerable changes in its policy, principles, content and methods
. By fighting more than 400 military campaigns in its 75 year long history, the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has a rich store of military experience that could be utilized for several theoretical and practical constructs. In this context, the military doctrine (guofang junzi) of the PRC encompasses the varied experience and lessons of strategic military thinking (junshi sixiang) in the previous period and the future predictions and strategic preparations (zhanlue zhunbei) of managing war and peace in order to preserve and expand the country’s perceived ideological and national interests and its consolidation in the international arena
. Under the concept of military thought (Junshi sixiang) the ancient, modern and contemporary military strategists views are analysed for their possible relevance for the current defence preparations.
 Broadly the views of Sun Zi, Cao Cao, Zhuge Liang and others stratagems were identified. In addition, Marxist-Leninist and Stalinist views were mentioned. In the recent period, given Mao Zedong’s contributions in planning and executing several wars before the 1949 Revolution, his ideas were elaborated. Other terminologies that recur in the Chinese military literature are military theory (Junshi Lilun), military strategy (zhanlue), campaigns (zhanyi), and combat tactics (zhanshu) and so on.
 
Broad trends in Chinese Defence Strategy

During the last seventy-five years since the formation of the PLA in 1921, the armed forces of China underwent through three different phases of defence strategy. Broadly these could be arranged as People’s War (renmin zhanzheng) (PW), People’s War Under Modern Conditions (renmin zhanzheng zai xiandai tiaojian xia) (PWMC) and the Local War Under High-tech Conditions (jubu zhanzheng zai gao jishu tiaojian xia)
. Underpinning the current consideration of the Chinese leadership is the central theme of how to enhance its ‘comprehensive national strength’ (zonghe guoli)
 of the country.
In the initial stages the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), after several assessments of the set-backs it suffered at the hands of the Nationalist Guomindang forces in the early 1930s and the Japanese occupation of parts of China, formulated the People’s War strategy to successfully contest the state power and oppose the Japanese forces in the country
. The main components of the strategy and tactics of People’s War, to be brief, consisted of protracted war (chijiuzhan), guerrilla warfare (youjizhan) as the ‘primary form of fighting’, mobile warfare (yundongzhan), creation of base areas (genjuti) and so on worked out in detail by Mao Zedong and others
. Important aspects of Mao’s military thinking include the so-called ‘three-eight working style’
. To elaborate, in order to counter the superior strength of the enemy forces, the CCP stressed the positive role of the masses for the war effort. The People’s War strategy encompassed basically three phases of war, viz., the initial stage of strategic defence when the enemy is ‘lured deep into one’s own territory’ in order to ‘drown’ him later in the ocean of the mass support, by employing active defence (jiji fangyu) [i.e., taking tactically offensive action within a basically defensive strategy]
; strategic stalemate, when the strength of both the participants is equally matched even as the Red Army actively prepared for the war effort; and that of the stage of strategic offensive in which the enemy is overpowered. In the People’s War strategy, soon, ‘four firsts’ became one of the classical expressions. These are:

· ‘human factor’ came first in the relationship between weapons and men;

· politics came first in the relationship between political work and other works;

· ideology came first in the relationship between routine work and ideological work;

· ‘living thought’ came first in the relationship between book learning and practical application
.

Central to the PW is the integration of the armed forces with other aspects of the society so that all segments of the society are mobilised for the war effort. In this context the CCP formulated the principle of “three integration armed forces” [sanjiehe wuzhuang liliang]. It called for 

· the integration of the field armies, local troops and people’s militia; 

· the integration of the armed forces with the unarmed forces; and 

· the integration of military struggle with political, economic and cultural struggle.

After the establishment of the PRC in 1949, a trend towards importing of Soviet training manuals, equipment and organizational structures during and after the Korean War began. By the late-1950s, however, tensions in adopting the Soviet model became apparent to the PRC leadership. Increasingly, ‘military line’ (junshi luxian) became the focus of the political struggles. Mao criticized in late June 1958 those who had ‘blind faith’ in USSR. He contended that the Soviet doctrine was entirely offensive in nature and suitable to the European conditions where the USSR had a large conventional advantage. Mao said that the Soviet model had made no provision for defensive war. As the technological level of the Chinese weaponry is still inferior compared to the advanced countries, in the event of a war with a superior force, the Soviet model as applied to the Chinese conditions would be a problem
.

During the 1960s and 1970s these debates within China were fuelled by the increasing animosity towards the Soviet Union. To counter more than 50 divisions and over 100 SS-20 missiles deployed by the USSR in its far eastern border of 5,500 Km.,
 the PRC strategy underwent a change to that of a an ‘early war, major war, nuclear war’ [zaoda, dada, he zhanzheng]. In this period, Chinese efforts to acquire strategic nuclear and missile capabilities were intensified, though, it should be pointed out that during the 1950s itself, as a result of the American threat, PRC began its journey in this direction. The PRC threat perceptions, all posed by the USSR, were expressed, according to Ellis Joffe, in four direct and one indirect type. These four direct types were: 
1) an all-out nuclear strike on China’s population centers [considered improbable]; 
2) a general ground invasion of China [like that of the Japanese invasion in the 1930s; this was also considered improbable]; 
3) limited nuclear strike [fears intensified after the 1969 border clashes on the Zhenbao Island and the rhetoric of the Cultural Revolution]; and 
4) limited ground attack. 
The indirect threat perceived was that of encirclement stemming from the global surge of the power of the USSR.
 The possible lines of action to ward off this threat that the PRC leadership worked out was to acquire a minimal nuclear deterrent capability and improving diplomatic relations with the United States in 1971. The mass line concept within the People’s War is expected to minimise the destruction of a possible nuclear attack. Even if the industrial areas were destroyed in such an attack, it was surmised, the hinterland was expected to be intact for possible replenishment. It is also in this period (1964-71), to counter the Soviet threat, the concept of the ‘third line’ (sanxian) construction of defence industries in the interior, was developed
. In the mid-1960s in the face of an enhanced threat from the Soviet Union, the PRC authorities shifted its most advanced national defence facilities to the “three-line” areas. In this context they formulated a guiding principle for such transfers called the “Mountainize, disperse, entrench” [shan, san, dong]. According to this principle, in order to prevent attacks and damage to the defence assets, such facilities were to be set up in inland areas.

From the mid-1970s, and increasingly after Deng Xiaoping came to power in 1978, the concept of People’s War under modern conditions gained supremacy
. In this period, Soviet ‘social imperialism’ still formed the primary threat to the PRC even as the improved relations with the United States acted as a deterrent to the USSR. Such deterrence, coupled with the unfinished global deployment of the USSR and the American unwillingness to fight a world war after the Vietnam experience, that Deng expressed his relief as far back as 1977. He stated, ‘It is possible that we may gain some additional time free of war’. However, he added, in the same breath that ‘Although a world war may be delayed, accidental or local happenings are hard to predict’
. A few years later, in January 1980, with the Afghan, Iran and Cambodian turmoil in mind, he said while talking to the cadres of the Central Committee of the CCP that 

…the 1980s are likely to be a decade of great turbulence and crises. We believe, of course, that world war can be put off and peace maintained for a longer time if the struggle against hegemonism is carried on effectively. … for the interests of our country the goal of our foreign policy is a peaceful environment for achieving the four modernisations
.

Such an international environment of superpower rivalry and the losses suffered at the hands of the Vietnamese in the 1979 war
 provided the leadership with the programme of pursuing defence modernisation. The ‘strategic transformation’ [zhanlue zhuanbian], initiated at the May-June1985 conference, aimed at not only demobilizing soldiers but also improving the command system, and the technological level of its weaponry. Moving away from the principles of the previous People’s War strategy is a new set of guidelines. For instance, Gen. Yang Dezhi, the then chief of the General Staff Department stated:

…instead of allowing the enemy to move fairly freely into the country, the PLA should firmly stick to positional defence in order to weaken the enemy’s massive invasion and then wage counter-offensive campaigns with concentrated and combined forces.

Late 1980s and the early 1990s provided different influences on the defence strategy - some threat based and others driven by the technological changes sweeping the world in the immediate aftermath of the Gulf War of 1991. A general relaxation in the international situation, thanks to the disintegration of the USSR and the easing of military presence on the northern borders and the ushering in of ‘multipolarisation’ [duojihua]
, has for the first time brought peace to China in nearly 150 years. Nevertheless, despite the inauguration of ‘foreign policy of peace with Chinese characteristics’
, the PRC perceived four major threats to its security in the 1990s. Jiang Zemin, while addressing the 14th Party Congress in October 1992 said that in the post-Cold war period the world would face an outbreak of ethnic, territorial and religious conflicts
. Specifically, these threats according to chronological order in the latest situation, are crystallised into the following: the United States on the question of Taiwan; Japan on the question of the Diaoyutai [Senkaku] Islands, recent rise in ‘militarism’ and the Japan-US renewal of security treaty in 1997 that enhanced the role of Japanese forces in the Taiwan Straits under ‘certain circumstances’; Vietnam and the Philippines on the dispute over the Spratly’s Islands and, finally; India on the question of the border dispute, and more recently the nuclear explosions in 1998 that has the effect of tilting the Asian balance of power.
 The Taiwan Security Enhancement Act proposed by the US Congress in October 1999 was criticized by China as also the possible inclusion of Taiwan in the TMD system.

Reflecting the challenges posed by the new situation, Luo Yuan, director of Second Office of the Department of Strategic Studies of the Academy of Military Science (AMS) elaborated the new challenges facing China in the 21st Century. These include 

Military alliances, the arms race and splittism in the Asia-Pacific region…[To elaborate,] growing power politics is poisoning the trend towards multipolarity, undermining the conditions necessary for establishing new political and economic orders, and breeding the potential danger of an arms race.

Events in late 1990s further alerted the Chinese leadership to the external threats to its security. The continuous air-strikes against Iraq, Kosovo War and the bombing of the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade, the EP-3 spy-plane incident near Hainan Island in 2001 all convinced the Chinese leadership of the NATO forces advance and its possible impact on not only the Taiwan issue but also that of Tibet, Xinjiang and Inner Mongolia.

According to Peng Guangqian a researcher at the AMS, and a strategist and military analyst, despite trends towards multipolarisation and economic globalization, international strategic balance, that characterized the Cold War, lies shattered in the recent period. Pointing out that about 300 military exercises take place every year around China, he argued that hegemony of the US and its plans to deploy ballistic missile defence systems threatens Chinese security. While, according to Peng, China’s defence strategy is “defensive in nature, restricted in input and moderate in scale” it is characterized by 

· forestall[ing] a war from happening; 

· to stop a war from accelerating; 

· to prepare for a war if necessary and to win a war if involved.

In this context the “local war” concept increasingly gained momentum in China.
 Though, the roots of the ‘local wars’ ( jubu zhanzheng) strategy
 can be traced to the reforms initiated by Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin took several measures in this direction after he became the Central Military Commission chairman in late 1989. The strategic shift from “defending territorial land and sea” to that of “protecting maritime rights and interests” of the Fourteenth Party Congress in 1992 also coincided with the famous southern tour of Deng Xiaoping.
 
A Chinese NDU-commissioned report stated the main source of the conflict under which local war would be fought, include, 

1. ‘unresolved territorial disputes’ [lingtu zhengyi]; 

2. ‘undecided disputed borders’ [bianjie zhengduan]; 

3. ‘contradictions in the oceanic interests [of nations] becoming increasingly acute’ [haiyang quanyi de maodun you riyi jianrui qilai]; and finally, 

4. Taiwan’s drift towards ‘independence’ [duli]
.

Towards winning the local war, the PRC has enunciated several principles including a ‘strategic frontier’ that encompasses not only land, sea, air, space and oceans but also of the nation’s economic trade, and comprehensive national strength; strategic deterrence; ‘active defence’, fighting with decisive force and tactics to win ‘a quick military solution’ of a conflict before other powers could intervene.
 Within the local war, the ‘active defence’ principle encompasses the following aspects:

· While handling military strategic issues, national interests form the highest standard [Yi guojia liyi wei zuigao zhunze chuli junshi zhanlue wenti];

· Practice dialectical unity between checking the outbreak of wars and winning victory in a war [Shixing ezhi zhanzheng yu daying zhanzheng de bianzheng tongyi]; and

· Prepare for possible local wars and sudden incidents [Zhezhong zhunbei duifa geneng fasheng de jubu zhanzheng he tu fashijian]
.

The points that came up repeatedly in the recent past, especially after the assessments of the Gulf War of 1991, include the developments in war preparations, flexibility, from strategic surprise attack to operational, tactical and technological surprise attack, paralysing enemy’s will to fight, to aim at a quick war with overwhelming force, command, control and communications, and intelligence operations (C3 I), the importance of precision-guided munitions, air-strikes, improvements in logistics support, information warfare, and so on.
 Towards attaining these capabilities, the PRC has undertaken several measures in the direction of developing elite forces, theatre-command posts, mechanisation of the striking force and armoured corps, amphibious capabilities, advanced weapons programme, including long-range, air-refuelling, AWACS-capable aircraft, aircraft carriers, and force multipliers such as mobile ballistic missile systems, land-attack cruise missiles, and advanced surface-to-air missiles. The PRC is seeking to procure state-of-the-art interceptors, beyond-visual range AAMs, direction finding and jamming equipment to upgrade its ground-based, ship-borne and air-borne forces from Russia and other sources
.
The ‘local war’ is to be fought by employing specialized forces of the PLA called the Rapid Response Forces (RRF) [kuaisu budui]. Currently the PRC is engaged in the training of 40 RRF units, 20 of which have already reportedly been commissioned in different regions and units of the PLA with varying levels of development and capabilities. These RRFs are to be developed in each of the seven Military Regions, in each of the 21 Group Armies and also by the service arms of the PLA in the coming years.

Comparative Trends in the evolution of Chinese Defence Strategy
	People’s War
	People’s War under modern conditions
	Local War under high-tech conditions

	Protracted war of attrition
	Forward Defence
	The outcome of the early battles important in influencing the course of war. Protracted war damages the prospects of war. Fight a quick battle to force a quick resolution.

	Active defence as against passive defence: tactically offensive operations within strategic defence, e.g., ‘luring the enemy deep’ and defeat.
	Active defence: offensive operations from the word go, e.g., defeat the enemy close to the border. Extension of the security perimeters
	Active defence: strike first even before the enemy starts, e.g., pre-emptive strikes on the enemy’s strategic assets; tactically offensive in a strategically offensive mode. Extension of security perimeters beyond borders

	When the enemy strikes, abandon the cities and march into the hinterland.
	Cities are important assets to the country after economic reform was launched.
	Cities are to be defended at all costs. Nuclear deterrence and missile defences essential

	‘early war, major war, nuclear war’
	World/major war unlikely before 2000.
	Local wars a possibility

	‘Continental strategy’: war fought on land frontiers
	-
	‘Strategic frontiers’: wars not only on land, air and sea but also in the outer space and oceans; includes economic competition.

	In the war, participation of main forces supported by the militia and local forces
	Reorganised forces and reserves
	Rapid Reaction Forces to be deployed. Marines, Special Operation Forces, Fist Units, etc to swiftly smash the adversary’s strategic and transportation hubs.

	Winning victory over superior forces through inferior weapons: quantity overcomes quality
	Winning victory through inferior weapons but emphasis on high technology
	Winning victory through high technology weapons. Asymmetric warfare, emerging in post-Kosovo, re-emphasized inferior vs. superior actors albeit with high-tech components.

	Coastal naval defence strategy: From brown-waters to coastal defence
	Coastal defence: from brown-waters to green waters and attempt to reach blue-water capability
	Blue-water naval strategy. Long-distance sea voyages, securing islands in the South China Sea, etc.

	Air Force confined to the overall jurisdiction of the ground control. Air defence important
	Air Force for defensive and offensive missions. Air defence important.
	Air Force no longer constrained by ‘defensive’ postures and allowed flying on seas. Acquisition of BVRs, long-range interceptors with air-refuelling capacity. Strategic bombers’ production stopped but multi-role fighters acquired; reinforcement of aerial-strike capability.

	Nuclear strategy: minimum deterrence; development of strategic weapons. Strategy of deterrence through denial.
	Nuclear strategy: Strategic deterrence through threat of retaliation. Development by the 1980s of strategic nuclear weapons completed.
	Nuclear strategy: limited nuclear deterrence; development of tactical nuclear forces; reconfiguring missiles [e.g., DF-21 series] to conventional mode, targeting Vietnam, India & CIS in addition to increasing missiles across the Taiwan Straits.


Note: This is a simplified version of the changing strategic principles of the PRC and some of these phases did overlap in certain periods of contemporary history.

Source: Various (as in the footnotes)
Future Perspectives

Several Chinese military leaders have reflected on the possible warfare methods that could unfold in the future. One of the foremost aspects that are to dawn on the Chinese leadership is the importance of the current Revolution in Military Affairs (RMA), information warfare, electronic warfare and other trends that are sweeping the global defence aspects. While adapting to these trends would be time consuming and complicated given the current inventory and organizational problems that beset the Chinese PLA, increasingly, however, the PLA has signalled that these aspects would have to be studied thoroughly and implemented across the military. If RMA is defined as technological changes combined with organizational and operational changes
, then the PLA is making a gradual progress in some of these efforts.

Information Warfare (IW) is an emerging concept in China. The six methods of IW- viz., operational security, military deception, psychological warfare, electronic warfare, computer network warfare, and physical destruction - are reportedly being studied carefully and emphasized in operations and exercises with varying successes.
 Information combat methods like information deterrence, information dismemberment, information interdiction, information “pollution” (through virus and fraud) and information attacks have been prescribed in this effort.
However, several pre-cautionary measures were also taken to protect one’s own capabilities.

Nevertheless, despite the efforts made by China in enhancing its military capabilities through modern hi-tech means, the gap between the systems and equipment are far behind that of the US and other Western countries and even with its adversaries in its neighbourhood. To cope with these, at least till China overcomes its technological problems, a few other schools of thought emerged. Thus two PLA Colonels, Qiao Liang and Wang Xiangsui, wrote a book on “Unrestricted Warfare” after analysing events during the 1996 Taiwan Straits crisis and global changes.
 According to them what is more important is not the destructive capability of a weapon but whether it fits into the overall war aims, operational objectives and security environment. They argued that future wars will have no restrictions of military/no-military means, no limits in the use of methods, information or battlefields. They identified vulnerabilities in the financial centres (like stock exchanges), transportation networks, information systems, etc as possible targets. Another school of thought that emerged in China is the Asymmetric Warfare proponents.
 The methods an inferior side waging a successful hi-tech war against a superior adversary are elaborated by Col. Yu Guohua of the NDU. The following methods could be implemented: fighting a “righteous war” [in safeguarding territory, etc]; rely on China’s strategic depth; depend on the Chinese economic and technological base; banking on the rich experience of similar warfare of the yore; timely subjective decisions by the leadership; strive for partial superiority by using crack troops; targeting key weaknesses of the adversary’s weapon systems, etc.

Implications of changes in the Chinese Defence Strategy

Two broad implications of the changes in the Chinese defence strategy could be identified: internal, on the orientation of the armed forces itself and on the organisation, defence procurement, budget, professional military education and training, etc; and the other on the neighbouring regions of China (for instance on Taiwan, Spratly’s, India, etc.) One foremost implication of the changes in the PRC’s defence strategy is the offensive orientation of the armed forces. The campaigns in a local war would henceforth focus on rapid reaction, concentration of overwhelming strong forces against selected week parts or forces of the adversary, launch of surprise pre-emptive attacks on the adversary’s key strategic, transportation and C3I assets in order to paralyze the enemy. It was stipulated that in conducting these campaigns, flexible tactics need to be adopted so as to gain combat efficiency. Fool-proof preparations, mobilization, capabilities and directions of the operations are emphasized in this warfare.

Other major area of impact lay in the overhauling of the training system for the troops. While previously Soviet manuals were translated and taught across the board, the recent changes include learning from the Western manuals.
 In addition to facilitating training, the PLA has introduced simulated training [moni xunlian] practices for the personnel.
 China’s first and Asia’s biggest simulation center for the armed forces was established at Beijing in 1984.
 On October 16, 1996, a military training simulator exhibition was held at Changping, suburbs of Beijing for all the three services and the Strategic Rocket Forces. Several top PRC and military leaders including Jiang Zemin, Liu Huaqing, Zhang Zhen, Zhang Wannian and others witnessed it.
 Another implication is the introduction of the concept of combined arms exercises [duobingzhong lianhe yanxi] to suit the need of “local wars under high-tech conditions”. A few important aspects of combined operations include improving the integrity of command organization, means of command and introduction of guidance legislation. That is the Chinese stressed centralization of the command of all participating forces, compatibility, comprehensiveness, timeliness, and adaptability of the means of command.
 In the recent period, the “three attacks and three defences” that was practised against the then Soviet Union in the early 1970s, re-emerged in the training programme to counter US deployments in the region.
Externally, changes in the defence strategy of China could have a drastic impact on the security situation in the vicinity in the short-term and geographically extended in the long-term. Indicators of such trends are the massive mobilization of the troops (land, sea, air and strategic forces) in the Nanjing and Guangzhou Military regions; emphases on specific equipment profiles; threat of use of force or actual use of force to buttress its claims
, re-deployments (as in the Chengdu Military Region); etc.
Concluding Remarks
The changing emphases of concepts and principles in the defence strategy of the PRC have brought to the fore several issues. Whereas, the People’s War strategy has been described as defensive, the subsequent strategies have, in their content, several offensive features in the subsequent revisions - especially the local war, that are detrimental to peace in the region. The ‘active defence’ component of the strategy differed in the 50 years or above. For the active defence of the People’s War strategy, in congruence with the ‘inferior’ level of the technology of China at that time, is a part of the defensive strategy, while in the recent period, along with the technological up gradation process, active defence would unleash ‘first strikes’ on the enemy. 
Two inter-related phenomena could be discerned of late. While, at one level, China has genuine concerns on its territorial integrity and sovereignty being impinged by its adversaries, at another level, from about the mid-1980s, its intentions to project power beyond its areas of influence and gradual acquisition of commensurate military capabilities signal the coming conflict in the region.
While several ideas about the inferior side attacking the superior with “assassin’s mace” weapons, “asymmetric warfare” and the like have been emphasized in the recent discourse in China, the “local war” scenarios could still be valid, specifically in a war with the neighbouring countries with which China enjoys considerable conventional and strategic weapons superiority. Even with a superior side (say, the US), the Chinese discourse on warfare does not ignore the need to fight with high-tech, even if relatively inferior, weapons. 
While changes in the Chinese defence strategy and the consequent preparations have drawn the global (more precisely the US) attention towards the East Asian sea-board (specifically Taiwan, Senkaku, Spratly’s scenarios) and despite the Chinese statements and actions in this regard, it could as well be a streak of the Chinese traditional deceptive methods in diverting attention from its interior (India-China border, Tibet, Xinjiang and other related areas in the pre-and-post September 11 period). Though China has concluded border agreements with several neighbouring countries, its intransigence in the case of solving such dispute with India (and Bhutan) have raised concerns. Several reports in the influential Chinese strategic journals and magazines, in the recent period, have high-lighted an alleged Indian ambition to emerge as a “big power” in the Indian Ocean and beyond in the Asian region. Indian acquisitions of modern equipment, strategic weapons, rapid response capabilities, Operation Checkerboard, Operation Falcon, etc has been high-lighted. However, at the same time, several changes including building mountain divisions in the Chengdu military region, periodic military exercises, and deployment of long-range multi-role fighters, improvement of roads and airfields and construction of a railway line portend to an uncertain future on the Sino-Indian border. In this context, it is not surprising to point out that some of the first reports on the local war concept emerged from the Chengdu Military Region with its orientation towards India and Vietnam. Besides, military means, non-military means like economic, diplomatic and political could come in handy to the Chinese leadership in this contest.
� For a broad brush on the Chinese defence strategy in its historical, cultural military and realpolitik dimensions, see Frank A. Kierman and John K. Fairbank eds. Chinese Ways of Warfare (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 1974); Stanley Henning, “Chinese Defense Strategy: A Historical Approach” Military Review May 1979 pp. 60-67; Allen S. Whiting, The Chinese Calculus of Deterrence (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1975); Michael D. Swaine and Ashley J. Tellis, Interpreting China’s Grand Strategy (Santa Monica: RAND Corp, 2000) Alastair I. Johnston, Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand Strategy in Chinese History (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1995); Andrew Scobell, China and Strategic Culture (Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, 2002) and Tadao Inoue, “Chinese military strategy toward the 21st Century” Defense Research Center (Tokyo) at <http://www.drc-jpn.org/AR3-E/inoue-e.htm>. 





� Though the decision-making processes of the defence strategy in China are not crystal-clear some broad observations could be made. Several institutions and personnel reportedly are tasked with formulating the country’s defence strategy, including those at various research departments in the National Defence University (Guofang Daxue) (NDU), the Academy of Military Science (Junshi Kexue Yuan) (AMS), the General Staff Department (Zong Canmoubu) and others. See for these processes, Michael Pillsbury, China Debates the Future Security Environment (Washington, DC: National Defence University, 2000) Appendix 2 at <http://www.ndu.edu/inss/books/pills2.htm#CDFapp2> and Liu Gongji and Luo Haixi, Guofang Lilun [Theory of National Defence] (Beijing, NDU Publications, 1996) [hereafter Guofang Lilun] pp. 142-45. In 1985 the Institute for Strategic Studies attached to the Academy of Military Science was established for the study of global and regional strategies. See for details, ‘Jiefangjunbao on new defence strategic institute’ Xinhua June 3, 1985 in Foreign Broadcast Information Service-China Daily Report [hereafter FBIS-CHI] FBIS-CHI-85-107 June 4, 1985 p. K10.





� On the definition of military terms see Gu Shuohang et.al. Eds. Mao Zedong junshi sixiang jiaocheng [Educational Regulations of Mao Zedong’s Military Thought] (Nanjing: Dongnan daxue chubanshe, 1992) pp. 249-58. For interpretations of the Chinese military terms see David Finkelstein, “China’s National Military Strategy” in James C Mulvenon and Richard Yang Eds. The People’s Liberation Army in Information Age (Santa Monica: RAND Corp, 1999) pp. 99-145; and David Shambaugh, “PLA Strategy & Doctrine: Recommendations for a Future Research Agenda” Paper presented at the US NDU October 26-27, 2000 available at <http://www.ndu.edu/inss/China_Center/paper5.htm> 





� Unless otherwise mentioned this is based on the concepts available at Zhongguo Dabaike Quanshu: Junshi [Chinese Encyclopaedia: Military Affairs] 2 vols (Beijing: Chinese Encyclopaedia Publications, 1989). Over 52 categories in this volume were discussed under the heading “defence strategy”! Other authoritative works consulted for this subject include Wang Wenmo ed. Zhanlue Xue (Science of Strategy) (Beijing: NDU, 1999) [hereafter Zhanlue Xue]





� Military strategy (Junshi zhanlue), the focus of this study, was defined by the AMS in 1982 as “method of directing the overall situation of war” [zhidao zhanzheng quanju de fangfa]. See Zhongguo renmin jiefangjun junyu [Chinese People’s Liberation Army Military Terminology] (Beijing, AMS publication, 1982) p. 14. It is interesting to note that, over a period of time, additional requirements were added to the definition in the science of strategy. Thus, while some of the earliest Chinese authoritative publications mentioned simply the definition of science of strategy as a “study of the overall importance of the laws directing wars” [Yanjiu dai quanju xing zhanzheng zhidao guilu de] (AMS 1959 Publication); the latest publications from about the 1980s (coinciding with the launch of the military modernization programme in the late 1970s) increasingly elevated the subject to that of a distinct discipline. For instance the Shanghai publication Cihai (in 1980) stated that the science of strategy should be defined as a “branch of learning of the overall importance of the laws of directing war” [Yanjiu dai quanju xingde zhanzheng zhidao guilu de xueke]. In the subsequent period the latest definition became the norm. All the above definitions are to Zhanlue Xue p.4. According to Pillsbury, a more important concept that could aptly describe the age-old Chinese strategy is not “zhanlue” but, in a more culturally refined, but difficult to fathom, concept of “moulue”. (Interaction with Dr Michael Pillsbury, July 12, 2001 at Washington, DC)





� It needs to be clarified that these three phases coincided with each other on major points of strategy formation, though the last two have several similar features. These are not ideal typical phases and in fact overlapped with each other. Officially, the PRC has not disbanded the earlier principles, but for all practical purposes the People’s War and the latter two represent distinct phases on which political debates and struggles were carried out in the country. In a sense, the People’s War under modern conditions is an intermediary stage between the two. 





� See for the implications of this concept, Guofang Lilun pp. 132; 139-40 and Jin Ling, “China’s Comprehensive National Strength” Beijing Review August 16-22, 1993 p. 24





� The concept of People’s War was elaborated by Mao Zedong, in ‘The People’s army’ in Selected Works of Mao Zedong (Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 1967) 4 vols. vol. 3 pp. 213-17; For an elaboration, see Mao’s views at the same vol.1 pp.124, 248; vol.2 pp.113-94; 219-36. Stuart Schram has introduced Mao’s military principles in The Political Thought of Mao Tse-tung [Mao Zedong] (Harmondsworth: Penguins) pp. 265-67. Factors that influenced Mao and his comrades in developing a distinct strategy include, in a nutshell, historical experiences of war and strategy as depicted in the writings of Sun Zi, Shuihuzhuan [Water Margin], Outlaws of the Marsh, and other ancient classics. See on the influence of the ancient texts on the evolving strategy of the PRC, Wang Songshui and Zhang Quanmin, ‘ Jianlun Mao Zedong dui zhongguo gudai junshi houqin sixiang de jicheng yu fazhan’ [The inheritance and development of the ancient Chinese logistics thought by Mao Zedong] in General Logistics Department’s commanding department ed. Mao Zedong junshi houqin lilun yanjiu [Research on the theory of Mao Zedong’s military logistics] (Beijing: Jindun Chubanshe, 1993) pp. 616-27; Zhang Jiwu, ‘Lun Mao Zedong dui zhongguo gudai yiruo xingjiang junshi sixiang de yunyong he fazhan’ in National Defence University Science Research Bureau ed. Mao Zedong junshi sixiang zai zhongguo de xingli yu fazhan (Beijing: NDU Publications, 1994) pp.140-44. Incidentally, according to Mao himself in 1965, he never read the ancient text of Sun Zi’s Art of War till about 1936. See Liu Jikun, Mao Zedong’s Art of War (Hong Kong: Hai Feng Publishing Company, 1995) p.4 However, for the period after the formation of the PRC, the implementation of aspects of Soviet defence strategy, training and organizational patterns meant at least certain influences of the Clausewitzian principles in the PRC. On Mao and Clauswitz see, Lin Lijiang and Zhu Jianzhong’s article on the same topic in NDU publication, 1994 Ibid. pp. 149-54. See Phillip S. Melinger, “China and Clausewitz” Defense Analysis (Lancaster) vol. 17 no. 3 December 2001 pp. 325-26 for the importance of the topic in a post EP-3 incident context.





� For a summary of these see, Guofang Lilun  pp. 127-28; Zhang Jiagu and Yuan Deqin eds. Mao Zedong junshi sixiang yanjiu [Research of the military thought of Mao Zedong] (Beijing: Renmin Zhongguo chubanshe, 1993) pp. 349-50. The implementation of the People’s War strategy does not necessarily mean there was a uniformity of opinion among the Communist Party members. Li Lisan, for instance opposed the guerrilla struggle between January 1932 and January 1935 with disastrous consequences to the Red Army. Li advocated certain ‘new principles’ including ‘engaging the enemy outside gates’; ‘attack on all fronts’; ‘seize key cities’; strike in two directions at the same time, i.e., opening two fronts at a time, and so on. [See Mao Zedong, ‘Jinggangshan de touzheng [Struggle in Jinggangshan mountains] in Mao Zedong Junshi Wenji [Collected military works of Mao Zedong] 6 vols. (Beijing: Jiefangjun Chubanshe, 1994) vol. 1 pp. 21-50, especially pp. 27-33]. Zhou Enlai was also critical of some of these principles in the early 1930s and called for frontal counterattacks in the fourth encirclement movement. [See James P. Harrison, The Long March to Power: A History of the Chinese Communist Party, 1921-1971 (London: Macmillan, 1973) p.229; and Kai-yu Hsu, Chou En-lai: China’s Gray Eminence (New York: Doubleday & Co, 1968) pp. 109-10]. Nie Rongzhen and Lin Biao in February 1934 submitted proposals to the Military Commission on ‘A suggestion on adopting mobile warfare to eliminate the enemy’ even if the conditions are not conducive to such a war. [See Geng Biao, Reminiscences of Geng Biao (Beijing: China Today Press, 1994) pp.148-49]. Marshal Liu Bocheng, likewise, was for ‘hot pursuit’ of the enemy. [See James P. Harrison Ibid. p.230]. As is evident, most of these ideas are, surprisingly, further elaborated under the ‘local war’ strategy in the 1990s; even as Mao Zedong’s military ideas were upheld by almost all generations of Chinese political and military leaders.





� The three points here refer to the following: Firmly maintain the correct political direction; preserve a hardy and plain working style, and; carry on a flexible and mobile system of strategy and tactics. The eight characters [i.e., four groups of two Chinese characters each] may be translated as unity, intensiveness, seriousness, and agility. See for details, ‘Resolution made by the enlarged meeting of the Military Commission of the Central Authorities of the CCP on strengthening Political and Ideological Work in the Army’ October 20, 1960 in Documents of the Chinese Communist Party Central Committee September 1956- April 1969 vol.1 (Hong Kong: Union Research Institute, 1971) p.358.





� The concept of ‘active defence’ as employed by the CCP forces in the 1930s and 1940s differs from that of the later period. Active defence, as counter posed to passive defence, emerged out of the battle experience of this period. During the Fifth ‘encirclement and annihilation’ movement of the ruling Guomindang forces in the mid-1930s, some of the CCP leaders observed ‘passive defence’ (xiaoji fangyu) with disastrous consequences for the Red Army personnel who were compelled to undertake the Long March in 1935. Subsequently, after summing up the war experiences, Mao and others insisted on the ‘active defence’ in the later wars with increasing success. For a critique of this concept, see Johnston op.cit., pp. 249-50





� See John Gittings, The Role of the Chinese Army (London: Oxford University Press, 1967) p. 245; Ralph L. Powell, ‘Maoist Military Doctrines’ Asian Survey vol.8 no.4 April 1968 pp. 246-56 for a comparison of the pre-1949 period and the Cultural Revolution period in the mid-1960s. These principles are also expressed in the following way: 


1) Mind is superior to matter (qingshen dayu wuzhi); 


2) Thought is more powerful than weapons (sixiang zhongyu bingqi); 


3) Doctrine overcomes (bare) strength (daoshu shengyu qiangquan).


These principles cited by Georges Tan Eng Bok in Gerald Segal and William T. Tow ed. Chinese Defence Policy (London: Macmillan, 1984) p.4





� See for this concept, The Editorial Committee of Inside Mainland China, A Lexicon of Chinese Communist Terminology 2 vols. (Taipei: Institute of Current China Studies, 1997) (Bilingual edition) [hereafter The Lexicon] vol.2 p.116





� See for Mao’s speech carried by Jiefangjun Bao July 1, 1958 in Frederick Teiwes, Politics and Purges in China: Rectification and the Decline of Party Norms 1950-1965 (New York: M.E.Sharpe,1993) (2nd edition)  p.294. According to the Military Science Academy History Research Bureau ed. Zhongguo renmin jiefangjun liushi nian da shiji [Chronology of the major events of the sixty years of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army] (Beijing: Military Science Publications, 1988) p.569 nearly 1,000 ‘high level cadres’ participated in this meeting to review the direction of the national defence construction work. See also Stuart Schram ed. Chairman Mao Talks to the People (New York: Pantheon Publications, 1974) p.125. For a recent Chinese assessment on Peng Dehuai’s role, see Zheng Qi, Shao Yonghe, Han Xiaoqing eds. Mao Zedong yu Peng Dehuai [Mao Zedong and Peng Dehuai] (Changchun: Jilin renmin chubanshe, 1998) pp. 369-70 and Zhang Aiping et.al. Eds. Zhongguo renmin jiefangjun [Chinese People’s Liberation Army] 2 vols. (Beijing, Dangdai Zhongguo chubanshe, 1995) vol.1 pp. 342-43. Peng’s speech to the 8th Congress of the CCP in 1956 reflected on the Soviet influence on the PLA. See for details, Eighth National Congress of the Communist Party of China vol. II (Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 1956) p.32. Peng, here, praised the USSR model for having ‘a rich store of experience in commanding modernized armies in battle’ (Ibid. p.41). Subsequently as political struggles became imminent, Peng made a ‘self criticism’ for his mistakes on four occasions –i.e., in the attacks on Ganzhou in the battle of One Hundred Regiments in 1940; in the attack on Baoqi during the Xifu campaign and in the Fifth Campaign during the Korean War. See for details, the documents prepared by the PLA and translated in The Case of Peng Dehui (Hong Kong: Union Research Institute, 1968) p.2





� In 1979, the USSR scaled down these to 44 divisions in addition to air force and nuclear weapons. See for details, Asian Security, 1979 (Tokyo: Research Institute for Peace Studies, 1978) p. 87





� See Ellis Joffe, The Chinese Army after Mao (George Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1987) pp.36-46.





� The third line areas are situated in the northwest and southwest portions of the country. The PRC government has pumped nearly Yuan 200 billion into these areas. In the period 1966-76, it has been stated officially that ‘new breakthroughs were affected in the sophisticated defence technology area, and conventional weapon systems started their transition toward independent Research and Development’. See for the pioneering work in this field, Barry Naughton, ‘The Third Front: Defence Industrialisation in the Chinese Interior’ The China Quarterly no. 115 September 1988 pp.351-86; Yan Fangming, ‘A Review of Third-line Construction’ Dangshi Yanjiu [Party History Research]no.4 1987; Chen He and Yang Zhibin, ‘Some ideas on the industrial mobilisation system of our country’ Guofang Daxue Xuebao [NDU Journal] no.10 1987; The quotation above is from China Today: Defence Science and Technology 2 vols. (Beijing: Defence Science and Technology  Press, 1993) vol.1 p.75 [emphasis added]. Incidentally, the same sanxian more or less forms the geographical area within which the current Western Development Campaign fits into. 





� The Lexicon vol.2 p.138





� See Guo Fang, ‘The Concept of People’s War’ Beijing Review August 2, 1982 p.3; Xu Xin, ‘China’s Defence Strategy under new Conditions’ USI Journal vol. CXXIV no. 516 April-June 1994 pp. 168-75; Ellis Joffe and Gerald Segal, ‘The PLA under Modern Conditions’ Survival vol.27 no.4 July/August 1985; Harlan Jencks, ‘People’s War under Modern Conditions: Wishful Thinking, National Suicide, or effective deterrent?’ The China Quarterly no.98 June 1984. Deng Xiaoping was careful, however, to subscribe to the People’s War strategy at least in the early years of his ‘restoration’ in the late-1970s. Partly, the ‘inferior’ [lieshi] level of technology that his regime inherited was responsible for this.  In this period, his lieutenants spoke about the need to revise the doctrine.  However, after feeling confident of his position in the PRC, Deng in the mid-1980s leaned towards that of the People’s War under modern conditions strategy. See for details, Central Military Commission General Office ed. Deng Xiaoping guanyu xinshiqi jundui jianshe lunshu xuanbian [Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping concerning army building in the new period] (Beijing: August First Publications, 1993) [hereafter Deng Xiaoping guanyu xinshiqi jundui jianshe lunshu xuanbian] pp. 72-73, 74 and 76.





� Deng Xiaoping, while speaking to the Central Military Commission on December 28, 1977 in his Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping (Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 1984) pp. 92-93. [emphasis added]





� Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping pp. 225-26. In 1981, while reviewing the military exercises in north China, he clearly identified, however, that the rivalry between the superpowers ‘present a serious threat… to our national security’ Ibid. p.373. Such a perspective has been one of a common phenomenon as depicted in the military writings of Deng Xiaoping in the 1980s. See for details, Deng Xiaoping guanyu xinshiqi jundui jianshe lunshu xuanbian pp. 4, 8-9, 13, 14, 27, 71, 84 and 91.





� 1979 Vietnam War showed the weaknesses of the PLA’s arms, fighting ability, lack of experience in directing battles and so on. Deng on March 12, 1980 candidly agreed that ‘If a war breaks out, we will find it difficult even to disperse our forces [due to ‘bloatedness’], let alone direct operations’. See Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping p.269. See also Deng Xiaoping guanyu xinshiqi jundui jianshe lunshu xuanbian p. 111.





� Yang Dezhi, “Weilai fanqinlie zhanzheng chuqi zuozhan fangfa jige wenti de tantao” [Exploration of several questions concerning the strategy and tactics during the initial phase of the war against aggression] Junshi Xueshu no. 11 1979 pp. 1-8 as cited by You Ji, The Armed Forces of China (London: IB Tauris, 1999) p. 3





� See Col. Xia Liping, ‘Guoji junbei gongzhi yu junbei fazhan de xingshi’ [International arms control and development of arms situation] in Shanghai International Studies Research Institute ed. 1997 Guoji xingshi nianqian [Survey of International Affairs 1997] (Shanghai: Shanghai Education Publications, 1997) pp. 37-52 and Jingjixue Dongtai [Economic Dynamics] January 1995 translated in FBIS-CHI-95-067 April 7, 1995 p.34





�See Guofang Lilun p. 132;‘Spokesman reiterates commitment to ‘independent foreign policy of peace’’ Xinhua December 31, 1998 as cited in British Broadcasting Corporation, Selected World Broadcasts Part 3 Asia-Pacific (hereafter) SWB FE/3422 G/1 January 1, 1999.





� See for Jiang Zemin’s speech to the 14th Party Congress, Beijing Review vol.35 no.43 October 26- November 1, 1992 p.26. See also Xu Xiaojun, ‘China’s Grand Strategy for the 21st Century’ in Michael D. Bellows ed. Asia in the 21st Century: Evolving Strategic Priorities (Washington D.C.: National Defence University Press, 1994) p.24 and Shulong Chu, ‘The PRC Girds for Limited, High-Tech war’ Orbis Spring 1994 p.178.





� Consult  ‘Bianhua zhongde shijie anquan xingshi he zhongguo de anquan huanjing: zhongguo zhanlue yu guanli yanjiuhui guoji xingshi fenxi baogao 1997-98’ [On changing world security situation and Chinese security surroundings- 1997-98: Study reports on international situation: An abstract] Zhanlue yu Guanli [Strategy & Management] (Beijing) vol.1 no.26 1998 pp. 58-62; Yan Xuetong, ‘Security strategies change with the times’ China Daily (Beijing) October 28, 1996; Huang Yunkang, ‘Dangqian guoji zhanlue xingshi de tedian jifazhan qushi’ [Characteristics of the main trends of the international strategic situation today] Guofang [National Defence] no.2 1997 p.10; Pan Junfeng, ‘’96 guoji anquan xingshi de jige tedian’ [ A few characteristics of the national security situation in 1996] Guofang no.1 1997 p.10. On the impact of the Indian nuclear tests conducted in May 1998 on the security calculus of the PRC, Srikanth Kondapalli, ‘China’s response to Indian nuclear tests’ Strategic Analysis June 1998 pp.493-94; and Chang Ya-chun, ‘Yindu hezi shihuo yu zhonggong wei lilun’ [The Indian nuclear tests and the Communist China’s Threat] Zhongguo dalu yanjiu [Mainland China Studies] (Taipei) vol.41 no.5 May 1998 pp.1-2; See also David Shambaugh, ‘The insecurity of security: The PLA’s Evolving Doctrine and Threat Perceptions Towards 2000’ Journal of Northeast Asian Studies  vol. XIII no.1 Spring 1994 pp.3-25. For Deng’s views on Spratly’s Islands see Deng Xiaoping guanyu xinshiqi jundui jianshe lunshu xuanbian pp.33-36.





� US considerations of Taiwan’s security aspects was based on Pentagon’s assessment report on the PLA capabilities of achieving air and sea superiority and information dominance and paralysis of Taiwan in 45 minutes, and achieves combat superiority over Taiwan in three to five years. See Central News Agency (Taipei) report of October 26, 1999 in SWB FE/3677 F/1-2 October 28, 1999. See also David A. Shlapak et.al Dire Strait? Military Aspects of the China-Taiwan Confrontation and Options for U.S. Policy (Santa Monica: RAND Corp, 2000)





� Luo cited by Hu Qihua, “National security perils: Hegemony, separatism are threats for the new century” China Daily (HK) January 9, 2001 p.1





� Major lessons to be drawn of the Yugoslavian war, according to Zhao Zhicheng, are acquisition of space and air-based weapons instead of ground air defense networks. See his “Three topics on anti-air raid operations” Liberation Army Daily April 27, 1999 in SWB FE/3529 G/8 May 8, 1999. Zhang Wenmu, “Kesuowo zhanzheng yu zhongguo xinshiqi anquan zhanlue” [The Kosovo War and China’s New Security Strategy in the Next Century] Zhanlue yu Guanli vol. 3 No. 34 1999. See also Shen Jiru, “Danji shijie: Beiyue xin zhanlue de shizhi” [Unipolar World: Essence of NATO’s new strategy] Shijie Zhishi [World Affairs] (Beijing) No.10 May 16, 1999 pp.10-13 and Yan Xuetong, “Zhongguo mianlin de zhanlue anquan huanjing” [China’s Strategic Security Environment] Shijie Zhishi No.3 February 1, 2000 pp.8-10.





� Peng cited by Hu Qihua, “National security perils: Hegemony, separatism are threats for the new century” China Daily (Hong Kong) January 9, 2001 p.1





� For the debates in China on the local war concept in the 1980s and 1990s and its differentiation from that of the US “limited war” concept see Chen Zhouzhu, Xiandai jubu zhanzheng Lilun Yanjiu [A Study of Modern Local War Theories] (Beijing: NDU, 2000)





� The Chinese word jubu zhanzheng  translates as ‘local war’ or ‘partial war’ signifying that it is not a full-fledged military strategy (junshi zhanlue) capable of explaining various facets of war like that of the People’s War. It is suggested here that this concept might connote a transitory stage in the evolving defence doctrine of the PRC, the broad contours of which are still taking shape. See Dennis J.Blasko, Philip T. Klapakis and John F. Corbett, Jr., ‘Training Tomorrow’s PLA: A Mixed bag of tricks’ The China Quarterly no. 146 June 1996  p. 489n. See on the ‘local war’ concept, Wang Lingyi et.al. ‘Lun jubu zhanzheng yu heping de bianzheng guanxi’ [The dialectical relationship between Local War and Peace] in Lin Jiangong et.al. eds. Mao Zedong junshi zhexue sixiang chutan[Preliminary explorations in the military philosophical thinking of Mao Zedong] (Beijing: NDU Publications, 1991) pp. 197-204; Lin Zhiyuan, ‘90 niandai jubu zhanzheng…’ [Local Wars in the 1990s] Guofang no.9 1997 p.4. According to You Ji, the PLA generals also used the expression “gaojishu guofang zhanlue” [high-tech national defence strategy] to explain the latest strategic doctrine. See his, The Armed Forces of China op.cit.





� For the Fourteenth Party Congress, see Beijing Review (Beijing) vol.35 no.43 October 26-November 1, 1992 p.26





� For the list of the threats to the Chinese security see, Guofang Lilun p.94. It was revealed that to enhance the control of the border line, a new operational policy of “positive defence” was formulated by the PRC that included placing rapid response forces and advanced equipment. See “China adjusts arrangements of defence strategy” February 4, 1999 at <http://www.kanwa.com>. 





� This is based on the excellent work of Nan Li, ‘The PLA’s Evolving warfighting Doctrine, Strategy and Tactics, 1985-95: A Chinese Perspective’ The China Quarterly no.146 June 1996 pp. 447-48; Paul H.B. Godwin, ‘From Continent to Periphery: PLA Doctrine, Strategy and Capabilities Towards 2000’ The China Quarterly no. 146 June 1996 pp.464-87; Paul HB Godwin, ‘Chinese Defense Policy and Military Strategy in the 1990s’ in Joint Economic Committee of the United States, China’s Economic Dilemmas in the 1990s: The Problems of Reforms, Modernization, and Interdependence (Armonk, NY: M.E.Sharpe, 1991) pp.648-62.





� The above quotation from Guofang Lilun p.47





� See Feng Haiming, “Dangdai gaojishu jubu zhanzheng zhanlue zhidao fazhan de xin dongxiang” [New trends of development in strategic guidance in contemporary hi-tech local wars] Zhongguo junshi Kexue [Chinese Military Science] (Beijing) vol. 45 no. 4 1998 pp. 162-64; Kan Hui, “Gaojishu jubu zhanzheng de tedian” [Characteristics of hi-tech local wars] Zhongguo Junshi Kexue vol. 45 no. 4 1998 pp. 151-55. Ma Ping, author of several books on strategy, has identified six “laws” of such hi-tech wars: the laws of political domination and limitation, of strength decision, of initiatives, of the form change of time and space, of defensive and offensive operations, and of coordination in operations at various levels. See his “Gaojishu zhanzheng guilu chutan” [Explorations in the laws of hi-tech wars] Zhongguo Junshi Kexue vol. 45 no.4 1998 p. 130





� One of the largest imports of weapons and weapon technologies are from Russia, including Il-28 Beagle bombers in 1992-93; Il-76 Candid Transports in 1993; Mi-17 Hip-H helicopters in 1990-91; initial import and then license-manufacture of the Sukhoi Su-24 fighters; Su-30 MKU fighters from 2002; Ka-27 Helix. A ASW helicopters in 1991; about 200 T-80U MBTs in 1993-95; 4 Kilo-class submarines in 1994-97; 2 Sovremenny class destroyers in 1996-99 (and more ordered) with advanced naval guns,  radars, tactical missile systems; and SS-18/19 ICBM technology in 1997-98 to be incorporated in the up gradation of the Dong Fang-31/41 missiles of the PRC and testing with Russian cooperation of an ABM in the Tibetan Plateau in 1999, etc. See for details, International Institute of Strategic Studies (London), Strategic Survey (various years) and others.





� See “China’s Rapid Reaction Force and Rapid Deployment Force” at http://www.ndu.edu/inss/China_Center/chinacamf.htm (September 6, 2001). Though the RRFs were created in the recent period, the roots of the development of such forces can be traced back to the close confident of Deng Xiaoping, Marshal Liu Bocheng’s dichotomy in the force levels. Liu advocated, while teaching at the prestigious Nanjing Military Academy in the 1950s, that “The normal forces and extraordinary forces are a dialectical unity, of which all generals must have a grasp. Extraordinary forces contain normal ones, and normal, extraordinary. There should be unpredictable changes in them… What are the normal forces? Generally speaking, forces which fight in a regular way according to usual tactical principles [,] are normal forces. Forces which fight otherwise and move stealthily and attack by surprise are extraordinary ones”.  Marshal Liu Bocheng cited in Tao Hanzhong, ‘Extraordinary and Normal Forces’ in his edited volume, Sun Zi: The Art of War (Hertfordshire: Wordsworth Editions, 1993) 1995 reprint p.41 (emphasis added).








� Thomas J. Welch, “Revolution in military affairs: One perspective” available at <http://www.ndu.edu/inss/books/stech6.html>. 





� For the problems and prospects encountered in such a stage see Liang Biqin, ed. Junshi Geming Lun [Theory of Military Revolution] (Beijing: AMS publications, 2001);  Pillsbury China Debates the Future Security Environment for the relative influence of the RMA school within the PLA; Wang Houqing, “Military revolution and military operation research” Liberation Army Daily September 1, 1998 in FBIS-CHI-98-268 September 29, 1998





� These points were emphasized in a recent book on the subject by Maj. Gen. Dai Qingmin, director of the PLA’s Communications Department of the General Staff Department. See “Introduction to Integrated Network-Electronic Warfare” Liberation Army Daily February 26, 2002 in FBIS-CHI-2002-0266 March 29, 2002. For an excellent review see Timothy L. Thomas, “Behind the Great Firewall of China: A Look at RMA/IW Theory from 1996-1998” at <http://www.call.army.mil/fmso/fmsopubs/issues/chinaarma.htm>; Wang Xusheng et.al. “Information revolution, defense security” Jisuanji Shijie [Computerworld] (Beijing) August 11, 1997 in FBIS-CHI-97-324 November 25, 1997; and Toshi Yoshihara, Chinese Information Warfare: Phantom Menace or Emerging Threat? (Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, 2001). Reserve IW units are stationed at Datong, Xiamen, Shanghai, Decheng and Xian and reportedly participate in exercises. See “China info-war plans described” China Reform Monitor No. 389 June 4, 2001 at <http://www.afpc.org/crm/crm389.htm>. 





� See  Chen Hua and Geng Haijun in “Launching a war against the central information system” Liberation Army Daily January 2, 2002 p.11 in FBIS-CHI-2002-0130 February 5, 2002





� To counter the fallout of the Asian financial crisis of 1998 and May 1999 US bombings of the Chinese embassy in Belgrade, the PLA proposed building of a “multi-field three-dimensional security system” with defense security as its core and including other aspects like information security, network security, and financial security. See Lu Baiyuan’s assessment on the financial crisis in 1999 Guoji Xingshi nianqian [1999 Survey of International Affairs] (Shanghai: Jiaoyu Chubanshe, 1999) pp. 15-16. See also “Military puts forward five-azimuth three-dimensional security concept” Ming Pao (Hong Kong) July 7, 1999 SWB FE/3581 G/7-8 July 8, 1999. Within the defence sector, the importance of computer technology in automation control, precision guidance technology, laser technology, detection technology, space technology, stealth technology, and electronics technology emphasized. See Qi Huajun, “High-tech military technology in the future” Sichuan Ribao October 26, 1999 in SWB FE/3678 G/13 October 29, 1999. 





� See Qiao Liang and Wang Xiangsui, Unrestricted Warfare (Beijing: PLA Literature and Arts Publishing House, 1999) translated by FBISOW2807114599 





� To this list may also be added the “digital acupoint warfare” school. See Pillsbury op.cit, for a full length discussion on the asymmetry warfare proponents and their advocacy of acquiring “assassin’s mace weapons” to counter advanced forces. See also Jia Weidong, “Asymmetric war….” Liberation Army Daily p. 6 April 17, 1999 in FBIS-CHI-1999-0510 May 11, 1999





� See “On turning strong force into weak and vice versa in a high-tech local war” Zhongguo Junshi Kexue May 20, 1996 no.2 pp. 100-04, 160 in FBIS-CHI-96-252 January 3, 1997. 








� These points were identified by Wu Zhenghong, “Gaojishu jubu zhanzheng zhanyi zhidao wenti Yanjiu” [Study of campaign guidance in high-tech local wars] Zhongguo Junshi Kexue vol. 45 no. 4 1998 pp. 165-70


 


� For a broad review of the changes in the training program of the three service arms of the PLA, see Chao Qing, “Zhongguo luhaikong sanjun lianbing yanxi” [An account of troop training in China’s army, navy and air force] Xiandai Junshi [Contemporary Military] (Beijing) vol. 17 no. 10 Issue 206 March 1994 pp. 9-11





� See on simulated training practices Zhongguo dabaike quanshu: Junshi [China Encyclopaedia: Military Affairs] (Beijing: China Encyclopaedia Publications, 1989) vol. 2 pp.776-77 





� See for details about this centre, “Beijing fangzhen zhongxin” [Beijing simulation centre] Xiandai Junshi vol. 17 no. 5 Issue 201 October 1993 pp. 4-6





� See Liu Shihua, “Quanjun xunlian moni qicaichengguo zhanlan xunli” [Visit to China’s Military Training Simulator Exhibition] Xiandai Junshi vol. 21 no. 3 Issue 242 March 1997 p. 19





� See Yang Guohuan, “Set Up Our Army’s Combined Operation System” Liberation Army Daily March 26, 1996 p.6 in FBIS-CHI-96-101 May 23, 1996 pp.20-22. Training through joint operations between different service arms as practiced in China differ from that of the US and other countries. According to a recent Chinese critique, the US Joint Operations suffer from structural contradictions of competing interests among the services, wide gap with allies in terms of operational capabilities, etc. See Lu Dehong and Zhu Haitao, “Analysis of US Military Joint Operations” Liberation Army Daily April 3, 2001 p.6 FBIS-CHI-2001-0404 April 10, 2001. On the contrary, in the Chinese joint operational training, which is still at its infancy, officers of various armed services were urged to “widen” their field of vision about other services and develop joint formation, joint tactics and joint training. [See for these proposals, He Jiasheng, “New train of thought vital to joint operations” Liberation Army Daily May 8, 2001 p.6 in FBIS-CHI-2001-0508 May 10, 2001]. President Jiang Zemin reportedly issued “Essentials of Combined Operations of the first generation” in 1999. [“Military chief stresses need for joint forces” Xinhua February 17, 2000 in SWB FE/3773 G/6-7 February 25, 2000]. The main problem in Chinese joint training is “integration” (hecheng) of various aspects and “departmental barriers” between various units of armed services. [Bao Yong and Wang Qiansheng, “Certain Group Army in Nanjing Military Region stresses Joint Operations” Liberation Army Daily April 1, 2001 in FBIS-CHI-2001-0404 April 10, 2001]. To elaborate Chinese “specificities” the combined-arms exercises are intended to enhance the role of “combat operation, joint operation” [hetong zuozhan, lianhe zuozhan] of the troops. According to the Chinese, the concept of combined operation “…refers to an operation participated in by multiple arms of the service in which one of the arms carries out the primary combat mission with the support of the other arms. The result is a single coordinated and integrated military action wherein a combat mission is carried out within a certain geographical and temporal scope. “Joint operation” refers to a combat mission undertaken by two or more arms of the service having independent combat capabilities and acting separately yet in tandem in the same overall combat zone. See The Lexicon vol.2 p.238 for this definition.





� Several such incidents could be identified, viz., Korean War, Taiwan Straits (in the 1950s and also in 1996 missile crises), incidents preceding Sino-Indian border clashes and after, Sino-Soviet clashes, Sino-Vietnamese clashes in 1974, 1979, 1982, Chinese threats in the Indo-Pak war of 1971, Sino-Filipino engagements on the Mischief Reef, EP-3 incident in 2001, etc.  For an elaboration of these see Mark Burles and Abram N. Shulsky, Patterns in China’s Use of Force: Evidence from History and Doctrinal Writings (Santa Monica: RAND Corp, 2000); Gerald Segal, Defending China (London: Oxford University Press, 1985), Allen S. Whiting, “China’s Use of Force, 1950-96, and Taiwan” International Security Vol. 26 no.2 Fall 2001 pp. 103-31 and Carolyn W. Pumphrey ed. The Rise of China in Asia: Security Implications (Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, 2002)








